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	Government approves 566 billion ruble program to develop Far East, Trans-Baikal regions

The Russian government approved Thursday a 566 billion ruble federal special purpose program to develop the Far East Federal District and the Trans-Baikal Region in 2008-2013, Prime Minister Mikhail Fradkov said at a government meeting. The program primarily envisages building electric power facilities and roads in the regions.

The federal government will provide 426 billion rubles for financing the program, regional governments will provide 49 billion rubles, municipal governments will allocate 4.7 billion rubles and private investors will contribute 85.5 billion rubles.

(3 August)

Putin accepts resignation of Novgorod Reg governor, nominates another

Russian President Vladimir Putin has accepted the resignation of Novgorod Region Governor Mikhail Prusak and nominated Sergei Mitin for the position, the presidential press service said Monday. Putin also appointed Mitin acting governor of the Novgorod Region. The region’s legislative assembly will consider his nomination. Under the current law, the president nominates governors of Russian regions for the approval of regional legislative assemblies. Previously, governors were elected by popular vote.

( 6  August)


	


